Permanent Painting

CHAPTER VI
CANVAS, WOOD AND METAL
AS FOUNDATIONS
IT is obvious-that the best foundation for any pic-
ture is a sheet of metal. The next choice is a
panel of oak or mahogany thoroughly seasoned,
and last and least, a stretch of canvas. Copper has
been used for centuries as a foundation for pictures,
and as such cannot be improved upon, particularly if
the copper be rolled out sufficiently thin and fastened
to a well seasoned piece of wood. Next in choice and
perhaps just as good, is zinc, but as both copper and
zinc are exceedingly smooth, it is always advisable
to roughen the surface by means of sand or emery
powder, which gives it the appearance of ground
glass, after which it takes the first coat of paint with
perfect ease.
If artistic painters would only follow the precept and
experience of coach painters, who, from time imme-
morial have followed the same rule, pictures would
be much more permanent and less liable to crack.
The coach painter, and in this category must be in-
cluded the railway car painter and the automobile
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